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of stairs. Her strength waxed in proportion to its growth,
and in time a rumour reached Behram of a wonderful girl
in a certain village who could carry a full-grown bull up a
flight of stairs. Moved by curiosity he visited the place,
saw the performance, recognized his former favourite, and
complimented her on her achievement, to which again she
replied, "Practice makes perfect!" Behram thereupon not
only forgave her, but made her his wife.

Behram,  having  successfully   repelled  an  invasion   of his
territory  by the Khaqan of Turkistan, at length has leisure
to think once more of the seven beautiful princesses whose
portraits   he  saw  in   the  Palace   of Khavernaq,   and  sends
ambassadors to their respective fathers to demand their hands
in   marriage.   All   the   ambassadors   return  with  favourable
replies, whereupon Behram entertains his nobles at a splendid
banquet,   at  which  Sheyda,   a  pupil of Sinimmar, who had
assisted   his  master  in the building of Khavernaq, offers to
construct for the King a gorgeous palace in which to receive
and entertain the seven princesses. Having received the King's
commands to do this, he makes in the palace seven Pavilions
or  Belvidcres   (the  Heft Manzar]  for the seven princesses,
each decorated in a different colour appropriate to its mistress
and  to  the   planet  which presides over her destiny. When
all is completed, and Sheyda, more fortunate than his master
Sinimmar,  has  been fitly rewarded for his skill and labour,
the   Princesses  are  installed  each  in her own pavilion, and
Bchrdm proceeds to visit them in turn. Beginning on Saturday,
he first visits the Princess of India, who inhabits the Black
Pavilion,   presided   over  by  Saturn;   on Sunday he goes to
the Khdqin's daughter in the Yellow Pavilion dedicated to
the  Sun;   on  Monday, to the Princess of Khwarezm in the
Green   Pavilion   of the   Moon;   on Tuesday to the Slavonic
Princess in the Red Pavilion dedicated to Mars; on Wednes-